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Establishment 


Membership 


Responsibilities 
and 
Functions 


The first organization established to control geo- 
graphic names in Canada was created by Order in Council 
in 1897; it was called the Geographic Board of Canada. In 
1948, the name was changed to the Canadian Board on 
Geographical Names, and in 1961, to its present title, 
the Canadian Permanent Committee on Geographical 
Names. The membership and responsibilities of the 
Committee have been revised and authorized by Order 
in Council P.C. 1458 dated July 22, 1969. 


The Committee is composed of representatives from 
federal government departments concerned with map- 
ping, archives, translation, defence and territorial ad- 
ministration, and an appointed representative from each 
province of Canada. 

Four provinces have independent geographic nomen- 
clature boards, which collaborate with the Committee: 
the Nomenclature Board of Newfoundland, the Com- 
mission de Géographie of Québec, the Ontario Geo- 
graphic Names Board, and the Geographic Board of 
Alberta. - 


It is the responsibility of the Committee to deal with 
all questions of geographical nomenclature affecting 
Canada, and to undertake research and investigation into 
the origin and usage of geographical names, All decisions 
taken by the Committee with respect to questions of 
geographical nomenclature affecting Canada become 
official when approved by the Minister of Energy, 
Mines and Resources or the appropriate provincial 
Minister, according to their respective jurisdiction. 

The Committee meets in plenary session annually. 
The secretary of the Committee coordinates its work. 
He also functions as the Chief of the Toponymy Division 
of the Department of Energy, Mines and Resources. The 
recording of geographical names and the conduct of 
toponymic studies are carried out by this Division for 
the Committee. 

The Committee’s chief means of disseminating its 
decisions is the Gazetteer of Canada series. There are 
over 250,000 officially approved names in Canada and 
this total is increasing at the rate of about 5,000 each 
year. 


Guiding 
Principles 


The decisions of the Committee are guided by the 
following principles of nomenclature: 


1. Names Governed by Statutory Authority 

The names of cities, towns, villages, post offices, 
counties, townships, districts, reserves, parks and other 
legal divisions as created by, orasa result of, legislation 
by the appropriate government shall be accepted by the 
Committee. 


2. Names Given by Railway Companies or Resource 
Development Companies 


Railway companies, major utilities and resource 
development companies should seek the advice of the 
Committee concerning the use of geographical names 
connected with their operations. 


3. Names in Public Use 

First consideration should be given to names with 
well-established public use. 

Unless there are good reasons to the contrary, this 
principle should prevail when it conflicts with any of the 
following principles. Local usage should be the prime 
consideration in settled areas, whereas historical signifi- 
cance should be emphasized in unpopulated areas. 
Established names which have proved acceptable and 
satisfactory should not be changed or altered. 


4. Uniformity of Names 
Names applying to features in a locality should be 

in conformity. 
Examples of undesirable practices are: 

(a) different names applied to the post office, town or 
railway station for the same settlement, 

(b) difference in spelling of names of the same origin as 
applied to related features, 

(c) different names applied to different sections of the 
same feature, as with a river where the different 
sections are separated by a natural or artificial lake. 


5. Duplication of Names 


Duplication of names to the extent that it may 
cause confusion should be avoided. 

In the case of major features this should preclude 
any duplication within at least a province, whereas for 
a very minor feature in a settled area the limit need not 
be beyond the area of a smaller administrative unit such 
as a township or parish. Local assistance and agreement 
should be sought where changes are considered necessary. 


6. Personal Names 


Personal names should not be used unless it is in the 
public interest to honor a person by applying his name 
to a geographical feature. 

The application of a personal name during the life- 
time of the person concerned should only be made in 
exceptional circumstances. Ownership of land should 
never in itself be grounds for the application of the 
owner’s or donor’s name to a geographical feature. 


7. English and French Names 


The adoption of both an English and a French form 
ofaname for the same feature should be avoided, except 
where both forms have the sanction of well-established 
usage. 

This applies generally to major features; minor 
features should be given names in one language only. 

The spelling,. accenting or hyphenating of geo- 
graphical names should agree with the rules of the 
language in which they are written. 


8. Indian and Eskimo Names 

(a) Indian names for which there are no accepted forms 
will be recorded according to a recognized local 
orthography or according to the considered opinion 
of a recognized linguistic or ethnographic authority. 

(b) Eskimo names — All new names of Eskimo origin 
are to be spelled according to the recognized 
standard orthography for Eskimo language geo- 
graphical names in Canada, Names of Eskimo origin 
in Canada already officially adopted should normally 
be retained in their adopted form. 


9. Form and Character of Names 


Forms that should usually be avoided are: 

(a) unnatural or incongruous combinations of words, 
including combinations of words of different lan- 
guages, 

(b) in the case of a personal name, the use of both 
Christian and surname, or a combination of the two, 

(c) inclusion of the apostrophe in the English possessive 
form, 

(d) qualifying terms such as “upper”, “south”, 
branch’’, etc., 

(e) double naming, e.g. Yoho Lake (Lake Erina). 

(f) cumbersome names, 

(g) corrupted or modified names, 
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(h) a name with a connotation of obscenity or blas- 
phemy, 

(i) a name that would appear to be discriminatory or 
derogatory from the point of view of race, colour or 
creed, 

(j) a name that could be construed as advertising a 
particular commercial or industrial enterprise. 


10. Generic Terms 

The generic term must be appropriate to the nature 
of the feature, and its position shall be as dictated by 
euphony and usage, with the exception of a mountain 
named after a person, when the word mount shall 
precede the name. 

The choice of the language used in any given pub- 
lication is at the discretion of the publisher. However, 
the generic term shall be recorded only in the language 
having priority of local usage or origin. 


11. Names Outside Canada 


For the European area, the form used shall conform 
to the rules prescribed by NATO Military Agency for 
Standardization, which include the nomenclature re- 
gulations of the International Hydrographic Bureau. 

For other countries, usage should be based on that 
of the national names authority or that of the United 
Nations, 

Conventional names in English or French may be 
used on very small-scale maps and in textual material at 
the discretion of the publisher. 


Inquiries 


Inquiries concerning geographic nomenclature in 
Canada, proposals concerning new names, or changes in 
the form, spelling or application of existing names, 
should be submitted in writing to: 


The Secretary, 

Canadian Permanent Committee 

on Geographical Names, 

Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, 
615 Booth St., 

Ottawa, Canada. 


Who May Propose Names 


Names or name changes may be proposed by an 
individual or organization. 


Information Required 


Names proposed must be for specified geographic 
features. The Committee does not normally select 
features for naming. 

The following information should be supplied for 
all names or name changes proposed: 

(a) Location — by latitude and longitude (specify map 
consulted), map reference, sketch or photograph. 

(b) Feature identification — Indicate the extent as pre- 
cisely as possible by colour, arrows, or description 
relative to adjoining features. 

(c) If new name(s), supply also 

1. Origin, 

2. Reasons for proposing, 

3. Evidence that feature is unnamed. 

(d) If change in existing name(s), supply also 

1. Alternate name(s), 

2. Reasons for proposed change(s). 

Note: Adequate documentation in support of proposals 
will facilitate prompt decisions, 


Adequate Notice 


The consideration of proposed names or name 
changes may require considerable time, particularly 
when local investigations are required. 

Individuals or organizations contemplating the pub- 
lication of geographic names should submit proposals 
well in advance of publication dates. The publication of 
unauthorized names will not necessarily result in official 
recognition. 


Application of Principles 
It is recommended that the Guiding Principles con- 


tained in this booklet be carefully consulted to ascertain 
the suitability of proposed names. 


Amendments to Cartographic Nomenclature 
Reliable, preferably documented, information con- 


cerning corrections to nomenclature appearing on 
Canadian maps and charts is welcomed by the Committee. 


Additional copies of this booklet are available on 
request to the Secretary. 
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